By JERRY REYNOLDS
Press-Herald Staff Writer

“He's been a hero today.”
Those words, spoken to as-
sure a worried mother,
proved true—but few knew
it until just a few days ago.
The speaker was Joe Wil-
cox, executive secretary of
the Torrance Family YMCA.
He was talking about Marine
Pfc. Peter Mora, a 19-year-old
graduate of South High, who
has been recommended for
the Marine Corps Medal,
The truth of Wilcox's
prophecy was revealed
Wednesday afternoon when
the aircraft carrier USS Oris-

kany slid slowly and sadly
into San Diego harbor, The
Oriskany sailed five months
ago for duty off the coast of
Viet Nam, but her stay was
shortened by a deadly fire
which left 46 officers and
men dead,

Another 12 officers and
men who sailed with Oriskany
died or are reported missing
in patrol and air strikes in
Viet Nam,

Pfc. Mora was not on board
the Oriskany when she limped
into port Wednesday. He was
left behind in Subic Bay,
Philippines, where he is re-
covering from third degree
burns on his hands.

The 19-year-old Marine was
a guard in the forward flight
deck when magnesium flares,
stored near the officers’ quar-
ters in the forward flight
hangar, caught fire and ex-
ploded.

When the fire broke out,
Pfc. Mora rushed to a steel
door which barred the escape
of several sleeping fliers. He
grabbed the handle and man-
aged to get the door open—
although it was already too
hot to touch,

Mora said he didn't notice
the white-hot heat until later
—when he distovered his
hands could no longer close

on his rifle. His quick reac-
tion saved the lives of several
fliers and earned praise from
the ship’s commander, Capt.
John H. Iarrobino.

Mora was but one of many
teenagers whose heroism was
praised by Capt. larrobino.
Noting that many of the Oris-
kany's crew are in their teens,
Capt, Iarrobinec said he could
not “praise too highly the
service they rendered in
fighting the fire, which might
have destroyed this ship, and
in saving lives of men aboard
her who might otherwise have
died.”

“They were the strongest
and best we had and I am

proud to serve with them,”
the captain said. “Lgt me
never hear another deroga-
tory reference to teenagers.”

Wilcox agrees with Capt.
larrobino, particularly in the
case of young Mora Wilcox
told the Press-Herald he knew
Mora had ‘“done the right
thing” because of the “all-
American young adult he is.”
He told Mrs, Amelia Mora the
same thing on the day of the
fire,

Pfe. Mora graduated from
South High in June, 1964, and
entered the Marine Corps in
September, He graduated
fourth in his class in basic

the USS Franklin D. Roose-
velt,

He had been on the Oris-
kany about eight days when
the fire broke out and was
aboard the Roosevelt when
she, too, experienced a fire a
few days later.

Active in the Boy Scouts
and the Torrance YMCA,
young Mora put together the
slide show which YMCA offi-
cials used to tell the story of
the “Y” during the $800,000
building fund campaign.

He was a member of the
YMCA Leaders’ Club and for
two summers served as a
head councilor at the YMCA
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